September 2026

Dear Friends of the Friends (yes, that's you!),

It's been a productive year for our organization. We've been hard at work
enhancing the library — both physically and programmatically. While proud of all
we’ve accomplished, know that none of it would be possible without your
support.

If you've already renewed your membership this fiscal year (which started
September 1), thank you! If you haven't, we hope you'll consider joining or
renewing today. Annual membership is just $30 ($15 for seniors), and every dollar
goes right back into making our library an even better place for everyone.

Here are just a few of the initiatives your support has made possible:

e A new Teen Advisory Board. Thanks to our outstanding Youth Services
librarian, Allee Manning, we now have more than 20 teens actively involved
in the library. The Friends contributed $5,000 to help create and furnish a
dedicated space they can truly call their own.

e Online museum passes, coming this fall. Demand for our museum passes
has skyrocketed, almost doubling over last year. Soon, reserving them will
be easier than ever through a new online system. The Friends are funding
both the passes and the online reservation service.

e New carpeting throughout the library. We contributed $30,000 toward the
vibrant new carpeting, which has transformed and refreshed the library's
interior.

o Lighting and acoustics in the Orr Room. To match the exceptional programs
and speakers we host, we're improving the Orr Room with upgraded
lighting and acoustics. The Friends invested another $30,000, with
sustainability at the forefront of the project.

e Love Your Library Day is coming up on Tuesday, September 29. Although
it’s meant to be a fundraising occasion, we're once again turning the tables
and celebrating you, our patrons. Stop by between 9 and 5 for baked goods,
refreshments, and a coupon for a free book at the Barkin Corner Book Shop.
It's our “Customer Appreciation Day.”

No doubt some of you had the pleasure of attending our annual gala — well,

really, lawn party — on May 31, a delightful Americana-flavored event highlighted
by the fabulous Rivertown Ramblers. It was an unqualified success, brimming with
the signature enthusiasm of the Library faithful, who never doubt this institution’s



value in the age of A.l. In the words of author Neil Gaiman, "Google can bring you
back 100,000 answers. A librarian can bring you back the right one."

Please remember, just $30 (again, $S15 if you’re a senior) helps us continue to
maximize the value of this wonderful village resource — not just as a place to find
information, but as a place where our community comes together.

Thanks so much for being a Friend* at
https://hastingslibrary.org/become-a-friend/

Best,

Sharon Delevie

President, Friends of the Hastings Library
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